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freedom,   and   scarcely   ever   gave   a   silent  vote   in   its
defence.
Unfortunately, in the midst of the promising conditions
under which the reign opened, there were two influences
which were strongly adverse. The Church of England,
grasping the difference between George ill. and his prede-
cessors developed a sudden enthusiasm for the Hanover
settlement, which resulted in a close alliance between an
obstinate and superstitious king, and a Church that was
greedy of power but had hitherto looked elsewhere for Its
secular auxiliaries. Church and State became something
more than a formal association when George represented the
State and the Church regulated his odd and unattractive
conscience. The House of Hanover came to stand for the
ascendancy of the very Church that had treated it for two
reigns with suspicion and dislike. The other influence was
the influence that stifled liberty in every form during the last
half of this disastrous reign. No sect or creed excited the
fears of Governments in 1760, in 1/70, or lySo,1 but with
the agitations of the Revolution, men saw danger In every
concession to heterodoxy, and dissenter became a synonym
for jacobin. The convulsions across the Channel were all
traced to the spirit of rebellious atheism, and the con-
spicuous and honourable part played by Price and Priestley
at home helped to identify dissent and sedition in the eyes
of statesmen to whom religion was neither true nor falses
but merely order or discontent. These forces conquered, and
in a reign in which the Church produced a Paley, and the
world a Fox, intolerance in Church and State maintained
its central citadels against the assaults of both.
Two measures of emancipation were carried during Lord
North's Ministry, the Ministry, by the odd accident of politics,
in which toleration won almost its solitary successes. The*
1 It is noticeable that an objection was raised to the Protestant Dissenters
Relief Bill in 1779 on the ground that it was a time of tumult and distress,
but the objection carried no weight for the Bill passed its second reading almost
unanimously.